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Th MAILING DATE of this communication app ars on th cover sheet with th correspondenc address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- tf NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even IT timely niea, may reauce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11 August 2003 . 
2b)M This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fomnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1.2.4-9 and 11-27 is/are oendino in the apolication. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \3 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 1.2.4-9 and 11-27 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 13 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 08 February 2002 is/are: a)n accepted or b)l3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: 3)0 approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 


3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachnfient(s) 

4) n interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 


1) n Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 


5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) 0 Other: 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the amendment filed 08-11-2003, which has been entered. 
Claims 1-2, 4-9 and 1 1-27 are currently. 

Drawings 


1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, "the first and second 
arms of the tensioner contacting the belt" as in claim 20, must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or connected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
"the first and second arms of the tensioner contacting the belt" as in claim 20. See 37 
CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Connection of the following is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Clainn 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject nnatter which was not 
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described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. It 
is not clear how the first and second arms can contact the belt on opposite sides and at 
the same time each having a pulley engaging the belt, it would not oe oDvious rpr one ot 
ordinary skill in the art to provide such a combination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-5, 7 -12, 15-19, 21 , 23, 25 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by JP(58-178042). JP(58-1 78042) discloses a system comprising 
a tensioner (fig. 6), a drive pulley (32) coupled to a belt (39), the pulley has a slack 
span and a tight span on opposite sides thereof. The tensioner comprises a first and 
second arm (40-4, 40-5), each arm is rotatable coupled to a pulley (44, 46), such that 
one pulley is coupled to the tight span and the other is coupled to the slack span. 

In claims 2 and 1 1 , note the arms are maintained at a constant angle with 
respect 
to each other. 

In claims 4-5 and 12, it is apparent that the tensioner is configured to 
perform positive take-up and it is also apparent that when the system Is being driven 
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one of the pulleys (44, 46) coupled to the tight strand generates a desired tension on 
the slack span. 

In claim 7, note from the convention symbol of metal in fig 5, it appears that the 
arms are made ot ngid metal. [ 

In claims 8 and 15, it appears that the tight span is created on the exit side of the 
drive pulley (32) and the slack span is created on the exit side of the auxiliary pulley 
(38). 

Regarding claims 9-12 and 15, it is apparent that the method steps would be 
inherently included during the utilization of the JP(58-1 78042) device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 6, 13-14, 21 , 24 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over JP(58-1 78042) in view of Cancilla(4,069,71 9). JP(58-1 78042) does 
not disclose that the tensioner comprises a resilient device. Cancilla discloses a 
tensioner comprising a resilient device (23) and it appears that the torque on the 
resilient device is less than the counteracting torque generated by a force imparted by a 
first arm (18) in the tight span and the second arm (17) coupled to the slack span in 
order to maintain the desired tension in a desired direction during operation. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
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to modify the tensioner arms of JP(58-1 78042) so as to include a resilient device in view 
of Cancilla and such that the torque on the resilient device is less than the counteracting 
torque generated by a force imparted by a first arm in the tight span and the second arm 
coup l ed lu Hie slack spdn in u id er iu ii ia i nla i n l i ie des ired lertsion in a desired direction 
during operation. 

Regarding claims 13-14, it is apparent that the method steps would be inherently 
included during the utilization of the JP(58-1 78042) in view of Cancilla device. 

Regarding claims 9 and 19, in JP(58-1 78042), it is apparent that one of the 
pulleys is a driving pulley and the other Is a driven pulley and the 

In claims 21 & 24-25, Cancilla clearly disclosed the resilient device (23) 
contacting the arms (16, 17). 

In claim 23, JP(58-1 78042) clearly disclosed the claimed invention. 

In claims 25 and 26, it is apparent the pulleys are driving and driven pulleys. 

Response to Arguments 
9. Applicant's arguments filed 08-1 1-2003 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. In response to applicant argument that the prior art does not disclose 
an AGS pulley. It should be not that the invention is directed to a system comprising a 
tensioner, and that system comprises a plurality of pullers and tensioner tensioning a 
belt entrained around a pulleys. Whether that pulley is an AGS or any other named 
pulley does not change the scope of the invention. No AGS system was ever claimed. 
Therefore, by calling the pulley an AGS pulley does not change the scope of the 
invention nor the rejection. The system can be operated in the same manner without 
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using the term "AGS". The phrase AGS pulley" Is considered as another name for a 
pulley and the term "AGS" is not given any patentable weight because there is no 
particular claimed structure of the pulley that associates the pulley with an AGS system. 
T l- iere i s subslanl i a i evidence in the cla im thai the pu ll ey i s conne cted to any other 
device, such as an AGS. In addition, no AGS system was ever shown in the drawing. 

1 0. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the nnalling date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marcus Charles whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
6877. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Thursday 7:30 am-600 pm. 



Marcus Charles 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3682 
October 30, 2003. 


